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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgements 

1 . Claims 1-7 are pending in this Office Action. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claims for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jones 
(US 6,363,323). 
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6. With respect to claim 1, Jones teaches a schedule management system, 
comprising: 

a. a schedule management apparatus that transmits a schedule to be 
managed to a management center, transmits its own present position to the 
management center continuously, and displays an alarm when it receives the 
alarm from said management center (column/line 3/7-13, regarding automated 
computer-based apparatus with a satellite receiver); (column/line 3/45-51, 
regarding the processor being configured to transmit an alarm message); and 

b. the management center that stores the schedule received from said 
schedule management apparatus, calculates a required time period to move from 
said present position to a place included in said schedule when it receives said 
present position from said schedule management apparatus, calculates a time to 
start an alarm based on an expected start time included in said schedule, a 
present time and said required time period, and transmits an alarm to said 
schedule management apparatus through a transmitting/receiving section when 
the present time reaches said calculated alarm start time (column/line 10/33-43, 
regarding the predetermined proximity for notification message); (column/line 
10/63-66, regarding the expected start time stored in memory compared to the 
actual vehicle schedule); (column/line 11/39-52, regarding comparing time 
values, vehicle rout and arriving at a location). 

7. Regarding claim 2-4 and 6-7 Jones teaches a management center, comprising: 
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c. a unit that performs transmission/reception to/from a schedule 
management apparatus (column/line 12/36-59, regarding base station manager 
that transmits/receives messages to delivery vehicles); 

d. a memory that stores a schedule received from said schedule 
management apparatus through said transmitting/receiving unit (column/line 
12/36-59, regarding base station manager that transmits/receives messages to 
delivery vehicles); 

e. a unit that detects a present time (column/line 17/43-48, regarding vehicle 
clock 38); 

f. a unit that calculates, from a place included in said schedule and a 
present position received from said schedule management apparatus, a required 
time period to move from said present position to said place (column/line 14/5- 
17, regarding the calculation of the alarm threshold value); 

g. a unit that calculates a time to start an alarm based on an expected start 
time included in said schedule, said detected present time and said calculated 
required time period (column/line 13/31-60, regarding vehicle manager that 
compares vehicle schedule and time values); and 

h. a unit that transmits an alarm to said schedule management apparatus 
through said transmitting/receiving unit when said detected present time reaches 
said calculated alarm start time (column/line 13/31-60, regarding vehicle 
manager that compares vehicle schedule and time values). 
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8. As to claim 5, Jones teaches a schedule management system, comprising: 

i. a management center that transmits a schedule that is created and input 
by an operator based on a conversation using a telephone unit between the 
operator of the management center and a user of said schedule management 
apparatus (column/line 14/42-54, regarding human operator communicating via 
communications device); and 

j. the schedule management apparatus that transmits the schedule to said 
management center through the conversation using the telephone unit, storing 
the schedule received through said telephone unit in a memory, and displaying 
the schedule (column/line 8/46-63, regarding communications device through 
voce channels). 



Conclusion 



9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Andrews et al (US 6,678,613, regarding an apparatus for 
notifying a user of an appointment), Tognazzini (US 5,790,974, regarding monitoring 
travel of a mobile vehicle). 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRAND I P. PARKER whose telephone number is (571) 
272-9796. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 8-5pm. 

11. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Beth Boswell can be reached on (571) 272-6737. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/BRANDI P PARKER/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3623 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3623 



